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Special Imnter-est
Frogrrams

Programmers

The PC family's royal seabers, the IT/370 and the
3270 PC, were ameng the manv topics discussed at the
Programpers’ Special Interest Group seeting 1n January.
Interest is also being shown 1in starting a beginners
asseably language course,

Jill David will present a Pascal cross-reference
generatar program at the February emeeting. This pro-
grasser’s tool is designed from the syntax diagram of
the Pascal language. General discussion can be expected
to include comments on the new PC-D0S version, 2.1, and
the extension of the PC fasily coftware sarket to the
Adaa via a plug-in module announced by Coleco at the
Winter Consumer Electronics Show in Las Vegas.

Dick Ball
Engineers and Scientists

Beb Russell will discuss the IEEE 488 standard instru-
mentation bus during the Engineer’s and Scientist’s SI6
seeting this nmonth.  This standard, developed by
Hewlett-Packard and adopted around the world as a prac-
tical common interface for instrusentation automation,
is available as a third party add-in board for both IBM
and Apple computers. The systes 1is useful and easily
prograssed for data collection, test, and control appli-
cations. We anticipate that many of the 516 meabers
will contribute by discussing their applications.

Bob Russell

ODther Special Interest Groups

Yolunteer reporters are needed from each of the active
SI6's to report on Group happenings and plans for publi-
cation in this column. Send names to the Editor. Foramat,
mailing address and deadline appear on page 2. Thanks.

Ed.
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The general order of business
will be:

1. Club Business

2. Hilda Hanson, Dow Jones,
will give a presentation on
Dow Jones News/Retrieval
and Investment Software.

3. John Sehnert, Insource Corp,
will tell us more about
the many services of
Insource Videotex.

4. Kelvin Settle, Western Union,
will talk about EasylLink, an
electronic mail service that
enables most PCs to talk
with the world wide Telex
network.

S. Vendor Announcements
Club Professional
Members

6. Specialty Group Agendas
for Next Hour (Each
SIG Chairman makes
1-minute announcement)

See room assignments on pg 2.

Chris

IBM PC User Group Support

This aonth IBM announced a series of support pro-
grass for IBM PC User Groups. These include user
group telephone line, bulletin board and news-
letter. Later they will provide presentation
materials, oguest speakers and assistance in ex-
change of IBM PC public-domain software.

Nore later... g e it

Ne:xt Meeting

Februar >y 11,

12849

Jesuit College Preparatory School

12345 Inwood Road,

Dallas, Texas

(See map on page 2)
9330 -ta 12500
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SIG Notes:
BASIC Applications and Cossunications & Networkin
Groups are looking for leaders. If you're intereste
in headin? up, or in co-chairing, one of these SIGs,
contact Alan Elliott for details.
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Newsletter Exchange

Fipe Dreams
anmnd Filters
by Chuck Harrington
Athens (Chio) Area IBM-PC User’s Club

Have you ever been annoyed when using the DIR cosmand to
list the directory of a diskette only to sit and watch
the filenames scroll off the screen? MNe to. The simple
answer is to use the pause option with the comsand to
perait DOS to take a break while you view a single
screen full, The precise comsand is DIR/P.
want another screenfull siaply strike any key.

Hhen you

Have you ever wished there was a similar cossand that
can be used to pause the screen when listing a text
file on the console? MWell, sure you could use the
CTL/NUM-LOCK, but what a pain! You also need to keep
one eye on the screen and both hands on the keyboard.

There’s some qood news and scme bad news. Try the
external D0S comsand MORE. You will find the usual
terse 1BM description of it on page 10-18 of the DOS 2.0
panual.

Suppose you wish to type the text file called PC-WRITE
on your console. Make sure the DOS utility program
called MORE.COM is on the disk or available to the
systes. Siaply enter the comaand line MORE(PC-WRITE.DOC.

More will list a single page of text on your conscle and
display the message --MORE--. When you depress any key
you get another screen. Great, huh? Well, vyeh but---
you can wreck your whole day with this coasand if you
enter the wrong logical character. NOTE that the MORE
filter command requires "¢* and NOT *>*, If vyou enter
the wrong cne you will destroy your text file. Make a
backup of a small text file and try i1t! The effect will
be that the console apparently locks up. As you try
entering keystrokes they are sent to the text file to
The old CTRL/BREAK key to
file ta

replace your original text.
regain contrel of your machine sends an end of
the text f#ile and returns you to the DOS proapt.

February, 1984

DISK OF THE MONTH
by Doug Windhaa

(Editor’s Note: Doug has been abed with a fever and has
not been able to put the Disk description together for
this month. He will announce full disk details at the
general meeting.|

FEBRUARY HIGHLIBHTS

Included in the Disk this month will be Jim Button’s new
coeaunications program, ONE RINGY-DINGY. Among the
other *goodies® will be a aath tutor, written in BASIC
tor children in grades ! - 6.

DISK DETAILS

Price: $5.00 Available at the meeting, in the
cafeteria at a specially marked table, before and after
the general meetings. Media: S§SDD 5 1/4" diskettes
formatted without DOS (140k). Public domain software
only, standard full disclaisers. Call disk of the month
chairman Doug Windhaam at 271-3727 evenings before 9pa
to submit material and prograss tor future Disk of the
Month issues. ALl back issues will be available at the
meeting.

This little obscure finding can be used to advantage
though. 1 hate to use the COPY CON: and F6 aethod of
creating batch files. Try using the MORE filter cosaand
with the *)* and end the session with F&. Horks just
like the more familiar way of creating batch files from
DGS without a3 text editor.

Don’t let this little inconvenience stop you froa using
the very useful MORE filter comsand to view your long
text #iles on the consoie. But resember, be careful
with the two characters “¢* and ° One solution
would be to create a batch file with everything but the

) gkl

text file name which you pass as a paraseter to the
batch file. Try it!
Chuck Harrington L
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] . paper control... A standard “"tree® structure for
Complimentary Memberships the average hard disk user... etc, etc
Nuaber and Length of Articles Required. Four or
more articles during one asesbership vear. Each
article sust be a zinisus of 400 words.

The Club offers cosplisentary seaberships to men-
bers who subeit original articles for publication
in PC NEWS,

Forsat. Standard one-coluan width is 56 charac-
tersi two coluan max is 120 characters. Copy in
) ASCI! format on disk or transaitted by aocdes
Subject Matter. Articles may cover any aspect of whenever possible. (Sorry, no double sided disks
the 1IBM Personal Computer (or work-alike) world. at this time - we’re still operating single
Main criteria is that they be of interest to sea- sided...) DOS 1.0 or 2.0.

bers of our group. Some typical subjects include:
Hands-on review or personal experience with new
software, hardware or techniques... Peripheral
interconnection probless and solutions... How-to
articles on furniture, diskette storage, printer

GROUND RULES

Notify Treasurer. In January, eligible aesbers
provide a listing of their published articles to
the treasurer in liew of cash for next vyear's
dues.

invites you to a seminar on

“Investing with a Personal Computer”

Smart investors consult Dow Jones News/ Retrieval before they call their brokers.

See the Dow Jones Investment Software Line, including the new SPREADSHEET
LINK, and Dow Jones News/Retrieval Service demonstrated and we will
show you how to take control of your investments.

TO BE HELD AT YOUR FEBRUARY 11th USERS MEETING!

BLFONT (7N OR JLIZSN 10 ©XIT) 7.

c P cce kD PEP
186.2 181.3 S21 97.9 97 4 B

DOW JONES SOFTWARE

For more information please call: 214-631-7250
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IBM—-PC Newsletters Galore

Three seetings ago, the suggestion was sade to begin
a newsletter exchange program with other PC groups
across the country. This sounded like one of thase
opportunities where a little effort could go a long way,
so I volunteered to get this started. [ would like to
report to you the results of this effort.

My initial mailing list contained aver 100 clubs,
obtained from the list published in the Noveaber, 1983
edition of PC World. [ composed a one page introductory
letter proposing a newsletter exchange of coaplesentary
1ssues. A few others not on the initial list have been
added since we have received similar proposals froam
other groups.

The results were fantastic! To date, over thirty
have responded with their offerings. There are big ones
{over 30 pages/issue) and little ones (! page/issue),
Other cities and towns also contain knowledgable and
dedicated people who have a cosson interest, and are
ready to share their successes and horror stories with
athers.
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The question before us now is how can we disseminate
this wonderful 1information to our amesbership? (One
answer is to reprint the best in this newsletter on the
aonths when contributions from our own members tend to

sag. This policy begins with this issue. But this
only broadcasts a eicroscopic portion of the
information. To date, [ have ordered these by state,

and will put thea in some kind of binder and bring thes
to our February seeting for your perusal at the club
booth. But, [ fear this too will be insufficient
because there are literally hours of good informative
reading. [ will be interested in suggestions from our
membership as to how we can further distribute this
information. See you next aonth.

Tom Prickett

The Extended Batch Language

/¢ The tollowing is written by Ken Goosens, and is
a reprint from the January 1984 issue of
Capital PC Monitor £/

Two Kinds of Products.

When you buy most comsercially successful
like the IBM PC itself, the Hayes 1200 ssartmodes, the
spreadsheet 123, or the word processor WordStar, you
usually stagger away thinking that even though these
heavy hitters are worth it, they slam you for every
penny they can get. Big-ticket eanufacturers often
change their copy protection every few months, sue other
tiras for ripping off their designs, come with two pages
of fine print disclaiming all implications that their
product does absclutely anything, and face a floor of
compatibles. Then there are products which, while every
bit as ispressive as these, are priced at a fraction of
their true morth. The best known exasple is PC-TALK.
These products have few serious rivals, because they
work beautifully, satisfy needs, and are priced below
the cost of what it takes to develop alterpatives. You
skip down the street with thea feeling like you just
found a 350 bill on the sidewalk. They are people
products in the best sense! they enrich our coaputer
standard of living rather than scme corporate coffers.
Because the source code is usually released, you can
modify a feature you dan’t like or add a new capability
you need, rather than call some long distance nuamber for
support manned by a displaced liberal arts major paid
$3.30 per hour to listen to 50 people bitch. The author
nakes a dollar, but the take is too low to support the
usual armada of sales persons, prograsmers, corporate
executives, and lawyers,

products

A Newcomer - The Extended Batch Language {EBL).

EBL 15 an incredibly powerful product that you can
have for §5, or $30 if you want paper docusentation,
support, and updates. [t 15 alse available on

some [
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Extended Batch (continued)

bulletin boards. It is being wmarketed under the
Freeware concept, so you can copy the progras and freely
give it away. It allows you to write "drivers” for your
sachine, so that you can confiqure how your software is
going to interact with you. Putting up eenus and
proapts is a snap. From it, you can run nearly all
applications, so that you can integrate all those
prograas you have that were never designed to work
together into one environaent. You cam pass data fros
one pragras to another. You can make prograas that run
autosatically without any input from you, by passing
stored keystrokes tp it. When prograss give you
messages an the screen to which you react, the extended
batch facility can read these messages and be prograssed
to react accordingly. The extended batch language
doesn’t just drive other prograss: you can program 1in
it, for example, to design interactive online tutorials.

Power versus Ease.

The only single product I know that gives you more
total control over your machine is Assesbly language,
which the extended batch facility is written in.
Despite this power, all the features of the extended
batch language can be sumsarized on a single screen
(which you can get anytime by typing "BAT® at the DOS
level). You can interactively test the cosaands one at
a tise, There is an online, complete tutorial written
in the extended batch language, of course, which you can
finich in 20 minutes. Within an hour of starting, vyou
can develop applications that work. Persons familiar
with the IBM operating systes VM will see strong
reseablances to the comsand procedures it uses. Other
features reseable BASIC. Persons knowing these products
will be able to assimilate EBL very rapidly. For
persons who don’t have any idea what the DOS batch
facility is, EBL is an excellent vehicle for learning,
and is one of the easiest products to learn, compared to
its power.

Complete novices to computers should understand that
EBL is a prograseing lanquage; to use it fully, you will
have to understand the concepts of 1nput-output,
assignments, conditionals, and looping. What makes EBL
unusually easy to learn, homever, is that it has only a
few coasands.  One can very quickly put together siaple
pregrass which are useful, and its basic building block
is the familiar DOS coeasand,

What EBL Requires to Run.

The extended batch language works with all versions
of DOS. It rums with room te spare on sachines with &dK
mesories. It will lower the asount of aesory available
to your applications by 512 bytes (or nonme, if you want,
or sore if you need it!. On 2 disk, it occupies alsost
10K of space.

February, 1984

Cosparable Coseercial Products.

The coasercial products which are comparable to E5L
are VisiOn, Des@, and StarBurst. Hundreds of thousands
of dollars have been spent developing these other
products.  Only StarBurst has been released as of mid-
Novesber, [983. They will no doubt have full-page
color, glossy advertisesents; require 256K of semory;
2ay or msay not require special versicns of software tg
run with thesi will cose with uapteen gee-whiz features
{like sultiple windows and interfaces for sicel, uspty-
squat bugs, and a list price of an ara and a leg; and
take you for every penny they can get. Meanwhile, out
of a backrooa in Florida comes EBL, combining elements
of Prokey, menu generaters, the batch facility built
inta DOS, and nuaerous utilities.

The Basic Idea in EBL.

Te understand how EBL can combine power, simplicity,
and compatibility, you sust start with the idea of a
coesand to the operating systes. D0S, the operating
systea, gives you a proapt (e.g., A)) that is ready to
process you coasand, which you type in.  For exasple,
you type "DIR* (followed by Return) to get a directory
of files on a disk, or "SC2* to invoke SuperCalc 2. You
can cellect individual 00S cosmands together and subait
thes as 2 "hatch® by typing thea into a text file whose
nase ends with the extension "BAT". For example, if the
file MAKENEW.BAT contains

FORMAT B:/S

COMP AUTOEXEC.BAT B:
COMP ASTCLOCK.COM B:
COPY SDIR.COM B:
COPY MYEDITOR.EXE B:

then just by typing "MAKENEW," we could create a new
bootable disk with all our favorite utilities on it.

EBL files, first of all, are batch files ending with
BAT as extension. Technically, EBL consists of only a
series of DOS coasands. EBL adds to the comsands, which
can be invoked, and this is why it is an "extended hatch
language”.  With the keyword BAT in a batch file, the
operating systea looks for a program whose suffiy is
BAT.  The code for EBL is in a file called BAT.COM, so
that D0S then passes control to BAT.COM. Following the
BAT on a line, we put the cosmands which BAT.COM then
interprets and executes, In effect, BAT.COM adds
cossands to the DOS batch facility. For exaaple, ‘“bat
type HELLO® puts "HELLD® on a line on the screen, and
"bat cls beep” clears the screen and causes the speaker
to beep,

The Power of EBL.
The critical capabilities that EBL
comsands are the ability to

adds to DOS

1. HWrite lines/blocks of lines to the screen
2, FRead and store responses fros the keyboard and
screen >



HOW TO BE
SMARTER
INSTANTLY.

Videotex lets you monitor the competition. Stay on fop of the latest news, technical and financial developments. Even write a report
using information so current it's not yet in print. As a business tool, it's the best way for business executives fo access time-critical
information through your personal computer. Plus you can instantly retrieve the specific information you need to know from vast
banks of data stored electronically all over the world.

Business &

Finance

e Newsletters — Over 125 current
business, industry & technical
newsletters covering over 36 fields.

® Current, up-to-the-minute stock
market summaries, world reports and
financial news as it happens.

o Reference Library — References and
abstracts covering virtually every
field, from science to medicine o
energy.

® Targeted Reports — Over 50,000,000
reports on business, investments,
telecommunications, and more.

News &

Information

 United Press International (UPI1)
CustomCast news wire.

= Qver 300 categories of state, regional,
national and international news, from
world headlines to the San Antonio
Livestock Report.

* News, weather, sports, business and
features.

2 1984 Insource Corporation

Consumer

Services

 Over 20,000 “pages”* of full-color text
and graphics.

e Discover Dallas — Guide fo greater
Dallas. Restaurants, the arts,
entertainment, night life, events, and
much more.

® Consumer Information and Education
from hundreds of sources.

e Entertainment for the whole family —
from puzzles to electronic games.

* Electronic Mail — Send and receive
messages to other subscribers at any
time.

® Electronic Shop-At-Home
— Search and buy.

Travel

Guide

e Official Airline Guide to over 640
agirlines worldwide.

* Love Field Airline Schedule.

# Dallas/ Fort Worth Hotel Guide.
» Restaurant Guide to Dallas.

» Ground Transportation Guide.

e Travel tips and highlights for the state
of Texas.

Announcing Insource.
Dallas / Fort Worth's
newest videotex
service that brings
over 100 million
pieces of information

into your home or
office.

Premium

Gateways

® BRS — Over 30 million published
sources. From Harvard Business
Review to Financial Times of London.

® DELPHI — Newest personal computer
communications and information
service. Encyclopedia, research library
and communications.

® DIALOG — The business information
service. Over 50 million items.

e NewsNet — Electronic text editions of
over 170 periodicals, trade magazines
& newsletters.

e Official Airline Guide — Latest
schedules, best routes, biggest fare
savings.

* Compu-U-Store — Electronic shopping
with over 50,000 brand name items.
Search and buy.

-

CALL TODAY!

Phone Paul Estes or Nelson Thibodoux at
214/960-2050; or mail coupon to: Insource
Corporation, 110 Heritoge Square, 4825 LBJ
Freeway, Dallas, TX 75234.

Name

Company
Address,
City
Phone

State Zip

Computer Make

1 Whereisyourcomputerused: __home __office

Your single source for information.
R FIFs=y8 1M~y

)/
INSUUKLE

VIDEOTEX SERVICE

-
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Extended Batch (continued)

3. Test expressions for truth and falsity

4, Conditioally execute cossands

3. Send control to other cosmands

6. Redirect kevboard requests to a stack of responses
it created

In support of these critical capabilities, EBL can

Beep

. Clear the screen

9. Control the attributes of text on the screen
(blinking, intensity, reverse video, cclor)

10. Exit to D0S anytiee

11. Read the keyboard with or without echa.

12. Go to iabeled comsand

13. Skip a specified nusber of lines of commands

14, Invoke subroutines by name (block of DOS cosmands
between a nase and a return statement) with control
passing to statesent after inveking stateaent

13. Search for named files on drives (except wildcards)

16. Show or not show on the screen the comsands as they
execute

17. Put aultiple commands on the saae line

18. Assign values to variables

19. Perfora inteqer arithmetic

20. Per‘ora string/substring operations

21. Share variable assignments with the DOS batch
facility

22. Retain values of global variables between executions
of batch files

23. Detect the default drive

24, Build pauses in the keyboard stack

EBL is not only powerful, but runs very fast. The
online tutorial, for exasple, occupies 40K on a disk,
but takes less than 2 seconds to get to any screen. The
dialing driver listed below gets into PC-TALK in a
fraction of a second.

One of the beautiful features of EBL is that it is
an open systea to which you can add coseands. Because
it is a reqular batch file, any DOS coseand can be used
within it. For exasple, you might want to invoke
utilities to advance the printer a page between reports,
set the color of the border, or sound an alert to warn
the user of a potential disaster.

Sose Small Applications.

To make the cosputer easy and fast to use, you want
to put up a aenu of one-keysirake coamands, The first
major step 1is to toss a block of text describing the
options and what to type tc get them. Here’s a very
sisple example, which clears the screen, throws up a
block of text offering a senu of options, takes in the
response, beeps leaving the cursor still until a valid
response is given, then executes the requested choice.

February, 1984

bat -senu cls begtype

TYPE 10

1 Execute SuperCalc 2
Execute 123

3 Execute PC-TALK

ENTER desired choice (!,...3, 0 to BUIT) ===

end

bat -getans inkey %0

bat if 10=0 exit

bat if 10 (> 1 skip 2
scl
gote -menu

bat if 10 ¢> 2 skip 2
lotus
goto -menu

hat if 20 <> 3 skip 2
pc=talk
goto -senu

bat beep goto -getans

Suppose you want to coapile your source code, link
it 1if there are no errors. and execute it if it
successfully links. The cospiler and linker report "0
errors® as the last sessage the the screen if there are
no errers.  You create a file CL6.BAT, which you invoke
by °CLE (filename}". The key to this procedure is to
read the screen (not the keyboard) for a 0, so that the
basic structure looks like

compile 1!

bat readscrn

bat readscrn %2
bat 1f 12 = 0 exit
link %1

bat readscrn

bat readscrn %2
bat if 12 = 0 exit
Al

The screen reads from the bottom of the screen up
troa the cursor, and parses lines into words, which
stores in the desired variables. A readscrn basically
takes in a line. The extra screen read is to get over
the DOS prompt you are dropped into after executing a
compile or link.

You want to invoke PC-TALK-either dialing a special
number that you give or selecting a nusber from the
nuabered list that PC-TALK steres. Moreover, you want
the option to have a nuaber dialed repeatedly until you
cet an answer.  The key here is to store the keystrokes
that PC-TALK needs in a stack, which PC-TALK will then
read. You are then simply dropped into PC-TALK at the
point where the number is being dialed. VYou create a
bat file called DIAL.BRT which is invoked by *DIAL n e”,

where n is 3 nuaber in the list, if it ic two digits, or
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Extended Batch {continued)

1s 3 special nuaber to dial, and @ is °*R" to dial
repeatedly and blank for a single try. The series of
keystrokes one would interactively enter would be

PC-TALK  <{invokes program?
(return> <(qets over copyright message>
(alt-D>  <{dial>

Then one gets to the page of numbers that one wants
to call and selects the list nuaber (1/60), or enters
"M* for nmanual dial followed by the special unlisted
nusber to dial. To get the nusber automatically
repeated until answered, we would use alt-@ in PC-TALK
after unsuccessfully dialing once. A fancy detailed
progras would be as follows:

bat cls

bat begtype
Dialing driver for PC-TALK. Foraat: Dial # R
(R=repeatedly)

February, 1984

end
bat 1f.%1=,call ~-getnuaber | # if not passed, get
dialing info
bat 23 = 11 # | ¢ get length of string
bat :f 13 ¢ 3 call -validate | # if aenu ¥, validate
hat # insert into keyboard stack a carriage return, line
teed, alt-D
bat begstack
end
bat if I3 > 2 stack M | skip 2 | # if special #,insert M
bat %4 = %11-1/%4=14/15 | & else calculate 4
senus to jump
bat call -getaenu | # position on right menu
bat stack %1 | # insert # to dial
bat i 12=R call -rptmode 1% i1f requested, put in repeat
dial sode PC-TALK
bat exit i# exit to DOS after exit PC-TALK

bat #### subroutines ###

bat -getnuaber
bat type | read Please enter # to dial: 1l
bat type | inkey DIAL Rlepeatedly until answered)
... 1{time)=(Rtn)(R,1):%2 B

00 00
supLiEs G gl
e hoiih g 2700  COMMUNICATIONS
Ve-(rabg)t‘lg; ?OS, DD 40.00 Crosstalk . .185.00 145.00
G 1000 One-Up Labels . 6.95
{ 1000 Sheets Fanfold Stnaptcoriille. gess a2 e
Paper .. 10.50
PAWS FOR

APPLAUSE
WE PAY

FX-80 Dust Cover
IBM Dust Cover Set

We carry a complete line of com-
puterized accounting forms, letter-

119.00 89.25
9.95 \
15.00 Datacapture . . ..

A 9°~°°$0' i"'o

gaad c:fn tiractor tgrms. storage
oxes, furniture, and paper. \
ATTENTION TO ™ AN susiness
DE TAIL o%’e \) ek i)
A GAMES 495,00 371.25
= FCM ;
0 Witness s995 37.46 1oass 93.71
w HARDWARE Andromeda Conquest PFS Write . . . . 140.00 105.00
17.25 o Multiplan ... ... ...275.00 200.00
%f.‘:: ﬂ:f:.“ Space Guardian . . 0 Pyxel Visuals ... ..... 9600 79.95
STB 64K Super R10 419.00 315.00 2095 22.46 Financier . ; . 195.00 156.00
Smartmodem 1200B .  ses.00 499.00 Flight Simulat TK Solver .. 299.00 224.25
STB Graphix Plus ightSimulator The Accountant . 199.00 169.15
Color Card ses00 371,00 4995 37.46
CDC 320K Drive . . s85.00 285.00
Brother HR-25 Printer sss 00 850.00
Microsoft Mouse . . .. . 19500 160.00
Kraft Joystick . . s99s 52.00
Princeton Graphics

RGB Monitor . .

.. ..s89.00 522.00 3
Now authorized dealers for Tecmar Norton Utilities . s.00 68.00
C

opy Il PC

and Tallgrass, OEM inquiries invited.

™

<1

Price ana avalability subject 10 change without notice.

— =

UTILITIES Wildeat Computing, Inc.

Apple/IBM Connection PC 1-84

195.00 160.00 1830 Avenue K
Plano, Texas 75074

aooo 30.00 (214) 424-3582
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Extended Batch

bat -getaenu

bat if 24 ¢ | return

{continued) bat %4 = 14 - 1

bat stack F
bat goto -getmenu

bat -chk if 12()KEYOOD if X2()R if 12¢}1

beep | inkey 12 | goto -chk
bat if %2 = KEYOOD 12 = |

bat -rptesode

bat type 12 sake repeat
bat return bat begstack
\FEVDZKN 00N 104
bat -validate end
bat if 11 > 0 | if 11 ¢ 40 return bat return

bat cls beep type in your intry if 11 is an
bat read.INVALID menu #: please RE-ENTER
(1-60): 71

bat goto -validate

r
Vendor s-= January 1, 1984

T0:+ Vendors i

FROM: Eob Roe, Program Chairman

SUBJECT: Changes in Exhibition Regulations

1. Current member of the Apple Corps of Dallas or the North Texas
PC Users Group.

2. Exhibits limited to computer related items; Corps reserves the
right of judgement on displays and items displayed.

3. Display tables to be furnished by the Exhibitor.

L. Power -extension cords toc be furnished by the Exhibitor.—

5. Displays must be wholly confined within the Zxhibitor's table
area and shall not obstruct the clear view of nearby exhibits
or aisles or exits.

6. There shall be at least one person in attendance at your table
at all times.

7+ DPlease keep any sound coming from your displayed material at a
nominal level.

8. Displays are not %o be set up before 9:00 a.m. and must be dis-
mantled by 4:30 p.m.

9. Apple Corps of Dallas will not be responsible nor liable for
injury to the person or property of Exhibitors, their guests,
invites, employees, or agents. TFurthermore, the Zxhibitor
agrees to defend or hold harmless Corcs and/or Center management,
its directors, employees, and agents from any liability or
personal injury and loss or damage <o property.

10. Program Chairman shall have final authority as %o <he interpre-
tation of these regulations and their application. Appeals may
be made at the next Steering Commistee meeting.

11 Cost is $25.00 per small, double %able and $30.00 for large,
double table; Exhibitors may share tables or rent a single side
of a double table.

i2. ixhibi‘:or will reserve display areas in advance of each meeting
ate.

13. The space along the wall on the north side of the carfeteria
1s reserved for the DOMS.

i4. A map indicating the locations of regular exnibits will be made
available %o Exhibitors.

15. The Corps reserves the right o amend these regulations or to
make addltlgns thereof. Under unusual circumstances, and at its
own discretion, the Corps or Program Chairman may also nake
specific exceptions or changes in *he rules wi<hou% necessarily
establishing a precedent or applying the modification beyond the
Specific case involved.

February, 1764

bat # insert slight delay, K to stop dial, alt-@ to

As you can see, EBL has a string length operator
(4], a statesent divider (i}, supports comsents (#), and
can substitute values for variables in a STACK cosmand.

The stack is first-in
first-out. The basic idea
is to stack up the key-
strokes and let PC-TALK
read thea off the stack.
When the stack is espty,
keystrokes are taken froa
the keyboard. Since there
i5 no way to type *holding
down alt while pressing a
key®, EBL uses the literal

" keyboard code, which one

aust look up in a manual
{hex digits are used). The
operator “inkey® used in
subroutine getnuaber does
not echa. That routine
shows how to hold the
cursar in the sase posi-
tion until a valid response
is given.

Finally, suppose you want
to automatically load the
date into your system upon
booting, keeping the date
to pass in a stack to
various pregraes. Piece of
cake, assuming you have a
cleck on your systes, Just
get the date displayed on
your screen and read it
inte a global variable.
Here’s one that works an
systeas with an AST
expansian hoard. B
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Extended Batch {continued)

bat # routine to get date #

astclock

bat

bat readscrn skip over dos prompt left on screen

bat readscrn skip over blank line

bat readscrn skip current time is xxxxxx

bat readscrn 20 %1 12 Id ! # toss away first three
variables

HEE |
S
i &

bat type current date is %d
bat read Press return to accent or enter desired date:l9
bat if .19¢).Ld=19

Readscrn inputs a line, and parses the words into
the variables. On the fourth line up will be “Current
date is sm/dd/yy," so we read up to get the right line
and make Id the fourth variable. Mote that we allcw the
operator to override the date on the systea clock.

Weaknesses of EBL.

Nothing is perfect, but for a product as fine as
this, the complaints are minor. The use of hex values
may sake the asseabler programming easier, but to aost
users, the hex will seea to be arbitrary and needlessly
technical. Here the manual insufficiently educates the
user on how to control the screen and put in special

February, 1984

characters.
extensions and

As always, one can think up useful

new features. But these are piddle
diddle points. The program is powerful and simple, and
works as stated. As you might expect, this progras can
be tricky to use with others that sess with the code
controlling the keyboard processing, such as Prokey, and
some other programs that [ have never got working with
the keyboard stack, such as 123 and ASCON. These, I
suspect, discard any characters in the keyboard buffer.
You will have to check out your particular applications
as in every other prograa.

How to Order EBL.

Send your payment to Seaware Corporation, P.0. Box
1656, Delray Beach, Florida 33444, For the giveaway
price of $3 you get 3 disk with the executable code, on-
line docusentation, and some demo files. For $30 you
get not only the diskette, but BBS support, free
updates, printed documentation, and the satisfaction of
having encouraged the author and others to provide
siasilar fine products.

Suamary,

EBL is a superb product worth far more than is being
charged by the author, Frank Camova. Like PC-TALK, it
15 a tribute to the concept of user-supported software.
Get 1t and wonder how you ever did without it.

a

Ken Goosens

s h op

(Four lines free each sonth to nmeabers, otherwise
cost is I3 cents per word., Ads will run three
consecutive months unless notified earlier to
cancel. Ads must be renewed after three months if
continuation is desired. Mail ads to the Editor.)

FOR SALE: Used Aadek 300 B4 sonitor for sale.

Asking $150.00 but will Bill Jacky,

r;- Dl’w

s W a p

Consultants Directory Listings in DALLAS COMPUTES.
Microsystea Consultants Agency, S&1 W. Caapbell
Rd. Na. 303, Richardson, TX 75080, phone 6B0-9420.
Next deadline: April 27. Ads also available.

S

FOR SALE: GEMINI 15, wide printer in Mint condition

negotiate. Mail order ads in the latest issue of Byte
qao as
(214)386-9731. high as $599 for this printer. I will sell tor
best offer over §420, Call (214)350-2500 in Dallas.
FOR SALE: 10 Megabyte Shugart hard disk drives far =m— =
the IBN PC. New, | year warranty. $1200. James CLASSES: Introduction to the [BM-PC, Wordstar,
1 Hickaan, 578-8091. Lotus. At The Software Store, 8656 Skillman,
— Dallas, or onsite, Call D, Kemp 341-33B2,
FOR SALE: Two single sided 5 1/4* IBM PC drives,
NBUpaEaded chadouh) e sidad. i?j each. FOR SALE: PRINTER-Olivetti 221. Full featured Elec-
John Crago at 380-0232 or 691-4820. tronic typewriter & versatile cosputer printer in
single unit. 186K buffer, selection of print wheels.
: < Cabled for serial and parallel, stated ccapatibles
FOR SALE:  Multiplan.  Never opened. ~ $135.94. include Appla, TRSSO, Eaaandnr;, +, Being used with
Contact Fred Born (214)233-3333 or (214)239-36842. 18H PC. 1| vr.+ old. 349-2347
J

T
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